Winchester students top of the class for responsible drinking

University of Winchester Students Union accredited by Best Bar None Awards scheme by NUS Services 

Demonstrating that they have social responsibility and best practice at the heart of their bars management, Winchester Student Union has been successfully accredited as a ‘Best Bar None’ venue. 

As part of the Best Bar None scheme, Winchester Student Union was visited and thoroughly assessed, before being granted accreditation at the Best Bar None Awards ceremony at the prestigious Liverpool Adelphi Hotel. Ray Mears – the outdoor survival expert and TV presenter – hosted the event. 

The Best Bar None scheme was originally piloted by the Greater Manchester Police force as a scheme to strenuously assess licensed venues, practices and policies and provide a reward for those operators who complied with over 60 best practice guidelines. 

This, the third Best Bar None Awards scheme, facilitated by NUS services Ltd, rewarded 49 Student Unions from across the county for their practices and policies on responsible drinking - an impressive increase on the 39 Unions rewarded in 2006. 

Ian King, Chief Executive, NUS Services Ltd, said: “The rise in Unions being accredited and entering the scheme reveals that Best Bar None is clearly working and is encouraging thousands of students to change their behaviour and drink responsibly, which is fantastic.” 

Kent Union was named the overall winner of the Best Bar None awards for 2007, but Winchester Student Union Vice President elect for 2007-2008, Andy Wheeler stated, “Kent had better watch out as we have our sights firmly set on the top award next year”. 

-Ends-
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Notes to editors: 

A digital photo is available upon request from the University of Winchester press office by emailing Lisa.Chung@winchester.ac.uk 

1. The ‘Best Bar None’ Awards were first piloted by the Greater Manchester Police Force as part of their ‘City Centre Safe’ Initiative. 

NUS Services Ltd: 

NUS Services Ltd is owned by the National Union of Students and over 200 Students’ Unions from around the UK. The Company is the commercial focus on Students’ Union activity, providing purchasing and marketing services for member Unions and its brand partners. 

For more information: 

Andrew Hodgson, General Manager, Winchester Student Union on 01962 827429 or email Andrew.Hodgson@winchester.ac.uk 

